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What Play on Country is

Play on Country is the Office of Sport’s inaugural Aboriginal Outcomes Strategy 2026-29. It sets out
how we will work with Aboriginal people, communities, sporting organisations and government
partners to strengthen culture, connection, wellbeing and opportunity through the sport sector in

NSW.

Our Vision

A future where Aboriginal people and communities thrive through sport by honouring culture,
strengthening wellbeing, elevating voice and creating genuine pathways.

Why it matters

Sport is already a trusted gathering place in Aboriginal communities.

It builds belonging, identity, wellbeing, leadership and connection to Country.

But mainstream sport systems do not always reflect Aboriginal ways of participating, leading,
measuring success or staying connected.

Play on Country is about changing the system, not just creating more programs.

Cultural safety in sport is not an add-on. It is a marker of whether the system is working as
intended.
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Strategic Pillars

1. Listen to Mob — Community Voice and Relationships

Community voice, relationships and local priorities guide the work.

2. Design with Mob — Policy and Partnerships

Policies, programs, grants and partnerships are shaped with Aboriginal people, not for them.
3. Grow with Mob — Capability Uplift and Sustainability

Build capability across the sport sector so Aboriginal participation, leadership and pathways are
culturally safe and sustainable.

4. Measure with Mob — Evidence, Insight and Impact

Use evidence, community-defined outcomes and Aboriginal data principles to understand what is
changing.

What this means in practice

Embed Aboriginal outcomes into sport policy, programs and grants

Partner earlier with Aboriginal communities and organisations

Support culturally safe clubs, pathways and events

Build sector capability through tools, advice and resources

Strengthen Aboriginal participation, leadership and talent pathways

Connect sport to Closing the Gap priorities and local outcomes

Measure what matters: culture, belonging, wellbeing and impact

Get in touch

Want to learn more or get involved?

Scan the QR code to connect with the Aboriginal Outcomes team or email us on
aboriginaloutcomes@sport.nsw.gov.au

..
I.


mailto:aboriginaloutcomes@sport.nsw.gov.au

